
 
 
 

Dr. Valerie Kinloch, 15th President 
 

Dr. Valerie Kinloch became the 15th president of Johnson C. Smith University on August 
3, 2023. With nearly three decades of experience in higher education, Kinloch has 
distinguished herself as a passionate educator who has taught and/or served in 
administrative roles at The Ohio State University, Columbia University’s Teachers 
College, the University of Houston-Downtown and, most recently, the University of 
Pittsburgh. 

During her time as the Renée and Richard Goldman Endowed Dean and Professor of 
the University of Pittsburgh School of Education, Kinloch strengthened the school’s 



200 education scholar in the nation by RHSU Edu-Scholar and was ranked No. 34 in 
the 2023 Higher Education Power 100 list of City and State Pennsylvania. 

Kinloch has authored numerous books on race, place, equity and literacy, including the 
highly recognized and critically acclaimed Harlem in Our Minds: Place, Race, and the 
Literacies of Urban Youth (Teachers College Press, 2010), which received the 2012 
Book of the Year Award from AERA. Her most recent book, Where is the Justice? 
Engaged Pedagogies in Schools and Communities (Teachers College Press, 2021) 
followed other books on language and literacy, including two books on poet-


